
Tree Expert Law change 2006: Frequently Asked Questions

- Did the Maryland Tree Expert Law change recently?
o Yes. Senate Bill 123 - Natural Resources - Tree Experts – Licensing, was passed by the 

Maryland General Assembly during the 2006 Legislative Session. SB123 alters the 
qualifications for licensure as a tree expert; alters testing requirements for a candidate for a 
tree expert license; provides for the termination of specified provisions of the Act; and, makes 
the Act an emergency measure. SB 123 was signed by the Governor on April 25, 2006 and 
became law.

- Who needs a Tree Expert license? 
o The Tree Expert law applies to persons performing tree care or removal for hire (professional 

practice).  It provides exemptions for commercial logging or timber harvesting, installation of 
underground utility facilities or associated site construction, and for work for hire on any trees 
that are 20 feet or less in height. 

- When does the change go into effect?
o The bill is effective now. The provisions that alter the qualifications for licensure as a Tree 

Expert are in effect now through May 31, 2007.  The provisions that alter testing requirements 
for a candidate for a Tree Expert license are in effect permanently.

- If I do not have a Tree Expert license now, how can I get one?
o You can obtain a license by meeting the requirements of the law.  There are two main options

you may apply under: education or experience.
 To qualify under education:

 Pay the exam fee ($30.00);
 Be 18 years of age or older;
 Have 2 years of approved college education in forestry, arboriculture, 

horticulture, applied agricultural sciences, or the equivalent education and a 
minimum of 1 year of experience with a licensed tree expert in Maryland or 
with an acceptable tree expert company in another state

 Register for, take, and pass the exam; and,
 Carry and show proof of property damage and liability insurance.

 To qualify under experience:
 Pay the exam fee ($30.00);
 Be 18 years of age or older;
 Prove that for at least 3 years immediately preceding the date of application the 

applicant has been engaged continuously in practice with or as a tree expert in 
Maryland or in another state and is able to provide proof of the required 
experience by submission of income tax returns for the tree expert business and 
any one of the following items for the tree expert business:

o A liability insurance certificate;
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o A business registration filing;
o A binder or certificate of insurance for Workers' Compensation; or
o A Workers' Compensation Commission Certificate of Compliance; and, 

 Carry and show proof of property damage and liability insurance.
- Do I have to take the exam if I am applying under experience?

o No exam is required for persons applying under experience.
- How long will the no exam grandfathering period last?

o The no exam provision will expire on May 31, 2007. Your application must be postmarked 
May 31, 2007 or received in DNR HQ prior to close of business on May 31, 2007 to qualify.

- I am applying under education.  When can I take the exam?
o The exam is administered at DNR HQ in Annapolis.  The 2006 exam schedule is:

 April 19
 May 24
 June 21
 July 19
 August 23
 September 20
 October 25
 November 22
 December 20

- Where is the exam held?
o The exam is held in the Computer Lab in the basement of DNR HQ (Tawes State Office 

Building) Each exam day has two sessions: 9:00 am and 1:00 pm. You will be assigned a date 
and time for the exam when your application is approved.

- How do I register for the exam?
o Exam information and applications are available from our web site @: 

http://www.dnr.state.md.us/forests/programapps/tel.html, or from Romcesa Estep at 410-260-
8531. You must register for an exam no less than two weeks prior to the exam date to be 
admitted.

- What if I have a Tree Expert license in another state?
o Under the reciprocity clause the Department may issue and grant a Maryland Tree Expert 

License to any person who is a lawful holder of a tree expert license under the laws of another 
state provided that the requirements for the license in the state which has granted it must be, in 
the opinion of the Department, at least equivalent to those provided for in Maryland.

o Under the experience clause, the Department may issue and grant a Maryland Tree Expert 
license to anyone meeting the requirements listed in the experience section above.

- Once I get a license, how long is it good for?
o The license remains in effect provided it is renewed annually (licenses must be renewed the 

first of each calendar year). If the license is not renewed in a given year, the license is no 
longer in effect and the person is unlicensed.  The individual must again register for, take, and 
pass the exam.


